PRACTICAL    PROSE    READERS
EXERCISES
1.  Vocabulary.   The following list of words illustrates the
copiousness  of Gibbon's  vocabulary.    Use  these   words  in
sentences of your own composition:
exquisite; indefatigable; pusillanimous; auxiliaries; irre-
coverably ; scimitar; emulous; precipitated ; avarice ;
irretrievably; consternation; accumulated; edifice; en-
thusiast; celestial; exterminate; plebeian; inexorable;
menaces; rapine; sequestered; caprice; servitude.
2.  Meanings.  Gibbon is fond of abstract words, which can
be rendered more simply. Here are some that can be simplified:
(a)  By this pusillanimous act he stained the honours of
a military life.
(b)  Thirty Janizaries were emulous of his valour.
(c)  Avarice soon prevailed over cruelty.
(d)  Constantinople was irretrievably subdued by the arms
of Mohammed the Second.
(e)  The tidings of misfortune fly with a rapid wing.
{/) As if accumulated weakness could be productive of
strength.
3.  Interpretation.    Take  the  paragraph   beginning,   " The
tidings of misfortune " (p. 78).
(a)  Express in your own words, and much more briefly, the
sense of the paragraph.
(b)  Give the paragraph a title.
(c)  What was the Church of St Sophia?  What parts of the
building are mentioned by Gibbon ?
(d)  What prophecy does Gibbon mention ?  Does he believe
ink?
(e)  Why does he call the inhabitants " Romans "?
4.  History.  Write a short account of the results of the fall
of Constantinople upon European history.
5.  Composition
(a)  Give the story of a defender of the walls.
(b)  Describe any other great catastrophe in history, such as
the destruction of the Armada, or Napoleon's retreat from
Moscow